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Siugerly  * Myers,  Printers,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


Yohorjnnin  Courtly,  which  went  o id  of  existence  when  Virginia  ynvc  up 
her  claim  to  the  territory  it  covered,  is  since  referred  to  as  the  “ Inst  County." 
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REPORT. 


Surveyor  General’s  Office,  1 
Harrisburg,  December  31,  1866.  j 

To  His  Excellency,  Andrew  G.  Curtin, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Sir  : — I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  detailed  statement  of  the 
operations  of  this  Department,  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  ult.  : 


Business  done  during  the  year  ending  November  30,  1866. 

325  Tickets  for  patenting  issued. 

344  Patents  written  and  endorsed. 

344  Patents  recorded  and  indexed. 

272  Warrants  written,  endorsed  and  filed. 

272  Warrants  entered  in  register. 

272  Warrants  directed  to  county  surveyors. 

19  Warrants  to  accept  surveys  written,  numbered  and  filed. 

640  Certificates  of  indebtedness  directed  to  State  Treasurer. 

640  Calculations  of  certificates  of  indebtedness. 

640  Treasurer’s  receipts  entered. 

640  Treasurer’s  receipts  delivered  to  Auditor  General. 

12  Monthly  statements  delivered  to  Auditor  General. 

640  Vouchers  written,  endorsed  and  filed. 

640  Vouchers  journalized,  posted  into  ledger  and  indexed. 

225  Accounts  in  old  ledgers  closed. 

65  Surveys  examined  and  returned  to  county  surveyors  for  correction. 

65  Surveys  re-examined  after  returned  from  county  surveyors  co^geuted. 
220  New  surveys  received,  calculated,  entered  in  county  surveyors’  N&JL 
numbered  and  filed. 
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Work  done  for  which  fees  have  been  received,  for  the  year  ending  Novem- 
ber 30,  1866. 


2 Orders  for  valuing  islands  issued... 

980  Copies  of  surveys..... ••••• •••• 

320  Copies  of  warrants. 

197  Copies  of  patents....... 

360  Searches. 

200  Connections,  embracing  1,499  tracts...... .... 

14  Caveats  and  citations 

21  Applications 

2 Minutes  Board  of  Property 

4 Orders  of  re-survey ........ 

63  Calculations....... 

8 Copies  of  vouchers  and  blotters..... - 

13  Extracts  of  county  surveyors’  lists  of  returns..... 

51  Certificates  miscellaneous  copies - 

1 Copy  of  manor  of  Muncy 

1 Copy  of  map,  10th  donation  district * 

3 Copies  Beaver  out-lots 

1 Copy  first  sale  of  Beaver  in  and  out-lots 

1 Copy  of  Fort  Pitt  manor •••• 

272  Warrants  issued.. 

252  Patents  issued.... 

18  Warrants  of  acceptance  and  patents  on  same.... 
55  Patents  on  Franklin,  Waterford  and  Erie  in-lots 
8 Contractors’  fees  on  warrants...... 
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Statement  showing  the  number  of  warrants,  patents  and  certificate*  to  ihe 
State  Treasurer , issued  from  December  1,  1865,  to  November  30,  18bb, 
and  the  amount  of  purchase  money  and  fees  for  warrants , patents , con- 
tractors' and  copying  fets  received  during  the  same  per  iod. 


Month  and  year 


1S65,  December  . . . 

lS6d.  January 

“ February.... 

t;  March 

“ April 

“ May 

“ June 

“ July 

“ August 

‘*  September... 

“ October 

*•  NoTember. . . 
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25  20  6 7 53 

32  27  3 2 8 72 

23  22  2 3 50 

33  33  4 12  1 83 

27  36  3 35  6107 

21  16  1 33 

27  16  3 4 50 

21  12  2 35 

18  21  3 8 50 

8 21  3 32 

15  16  31 

22  12  34 
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$778  45 
1.721  39 
1.331  89 
2.124  21 
1.866  63 
699  32 
1.1*8  70 
665  73 
1,056  42 
424  53 
676  86 
823  04 
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S318  50 
459  50 
352  50 
548  50 
560  00 
254  50 
325  00 
214  50 
334  50 
246  00 
227  50 
219  00 


272  252  18  55  43  640  13.407  27 


Contractors’  feos.. 

Copying  feos 

Total 

S97  00 

SI. 193  95 

SI  33 

93  00 

2.280  27 

3 00 

104  25 

1.841  64 

1 9 00 

113  00 

2.799  71 

1 13 

149  50 

2.577  31 

150  50 

1.104  32 

7 92 

106  75 

1.623  37 

95  75 

976  03 

9 00 

239  75 

1.639  67 

4 67 

113  75 

738  95 

8 10 

102  50 

1.014  96 

143  25 

1,185  29 

44  20 

j 1.519  00 

19,030  47 

RECAPITULATION. 

Purchase  money 

Patent  and  warrant  fees 

Contractors’  fees 

Copying  fees 


$13, 407  27 
4,060  00 
44  20 
1,519  00 

19,030  47 


The  following,  in  addition  to  the  detailed  statements  given  above,  ha^ 
been  performed  since  my  induction  into  office  on  the  first  of  May,  which 
embraces  only  seven  month  of  the  present  year. 

2,333  Papers  found  out  of  file  and  returned  to  their  proper  places. 

24,700  Names  copied,  compared  and  entered  in  six  warrant  registers,  em- 
bracing the  counties  of  York,  Adams,  Fayette,  Somerset,  Cam- 
bria and  Potter. 

12,  000  Names  copied,  compared  and  entered  in  three  ledger  indices. 

2,  505  Vouchers  found  out  of  file  and  restored  to  their  proper  places. 

120  Cases  of  vouchers  re-cased  and  re-labelled. 

113  Accounts  in  old  ledgers  found  net  indexed,  and  indexed. 

223  Accounts  in  day-books  found  not  marked  indexed,  and  so  marked. 

11  Warrants  upon  which  returns  were  incorrectly  endorsed,  corrected. 

15  Accounts  in  old  ledgers  found  incorrectly  closed  and  re-opened. 

50,000  Entries  of  warrants,  containing  10.800  pages,  embracing  twenty- 

four  dav-books,  classified  as  to  dates. 
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10,000  Names  copied  from  warrant  registers  for  “ lists  of  lands  held  by  lo- 
cation or  other  office  rights." 

18,  483  Searches  made  for  lists  of  outstanding  accounts. 

6,  375  Tracts  located  for  lists  of  outstanding  accounts. 

1, 164  Letters  received  and  answered. 

There  has  been  a very  considerable  decrease  in  the  amount  received  for 
patent  fees  and  purchase  money  during  the  year  just  closed,  as  compared 
with  the  preceding  year.  The  amount  received  for  copying  fees,  &c.,  com- 
pares favorably,  whilst  work  for  which  no  fees  have  been  received,  exceeds 
that  of  any  previous  year. 

Under  the  act  of  May  20,  1864,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Surveyor 
General  to  make  out  lists  of  all  lands  held  by  locations  or  any  other  office 
right,  issued  from  the  Land  Department  of  the  Commonwealth,  of  every 
description,  upon  which  no  patents  have  b.een  issued,  designating  the  county 
in  which  such  lands  are  situated,  including  the  names  in  which  such  loca- 
tions or  other  office  rights  are  entered,  and  surveys  returned,  with  the 
amount  due  the  Commonwealth  in  each  case.  And  on  the  list  being  com- 
pleted, to  transmit  the  same  to  the  prothonotary  of  the  county  in  which 
such  land  is  located — there  to  be  entered  in  a lien  docket,  to  be  provided 
and  kept  for  that  purpose. 

In  obedience  to  said  act,  I have  caused  lists  of  a great  portion  of  the 
lands  so  held,  to  be  made  out,  and  am  vigorously  pushing  forward  the  work 
to  completion.  The  preparation  of  these  lists  involves  a great  amount  of 
labor,  and  great  care  is  required  to  prevent  inaccuracies.  Since  the  first 
of  May,  1866,  the  data  for  upwards  of  eighteen  thousand  cases  have  been 
collected — requiring  innumerable  examinations  of  warrants,  returns,  drafts, 
vouchers  and  accounts.  The  calculation  of  the  amounts  due  in  each  case 
has  been  deferred  until  the  necessary  data  for  all  is  obtained,  so  that  the 
interest  in  every  case  may  be  calculated  up  to  the  same  time. 

Not  the  least  difficult  and  perplexing  part  of  the  work  is,  to  properly  lo- 
cate many  of  the  tracts.  New  townships  and  counties  have  been  formed 
since  the  granting  of  many  of  the  warrants  and  return  of  the  surveys. — • 
From  thfs  cause,  many  instances  occur  in  which  the  land  is  situated  fifty  or 
one  hundred  miles  outside  and  beyond  what  is  now  the  limits  of  the  county 
in  which  the  warrant  originally  called  for  the  land  to  be  located.  Again, 
many  adjoining  counties  have  each  a township  of  the  same  name,  and  these 
townships  adjoin  each  other.  Where  this  occurs,  and  the  laud  is  situated 
in  such  townships,  it  is  not  possible  to  determine,  from  any  data  in  this 
office,  in  which  county  a tract  of  land  lays,  if  the  warrant  for  the  tract  has 
been  granted  and  return  of  survey  made,  before  one  or  both  of  such  coun- 
ties were  formed. 
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To  remedy,  as  far  as  possible,  this  defect,  I would  respectfully  suggest 
that  provision  be  made  by  the  Legislature,  for  the  transfer  of  liens  from  one 
eounty  to  another,  whenever  such  error  in  location  may  be  discovered. 

I would  further  suggest  that  the  act  of  1864-,  be  so  amended  as  to  author- 
ize the  prothonotary,  where  it  shall  appear  that  any  tract  of  land  upon 
which  the  Commonweialth  may  have  a mortgage  or  lien,  has  been  divided, 
and  any  part  of  it  passed  out  of  the  possession  of  the  party  against  whom 
such  lien  may  appear,  to  enter  satisfaction  upon  his  docket  for  such  pai#, 
whenever  the  person  owning  the  same  shall  pay  his  proportion  of  the 
whole  aknount  due,  according  to  the  number  of  acres  of  such  original  tract 
held  by  him.  Many  of  the  original  tracts  have  been  divided,  and  passed 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  original  holders,  and  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
provision  made  for  the  payment  and  release  of  a part  of  an  original  tract. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  work,  many  errors  and  discrepancies — owing 
to  the  lax  system  adopted  in  the  early  days  of  this  Department — have  been 
detected  and  corrected,  and  it  cannot  reasonably  be  expected,  that  when 
completed,  the  list  will  be  entirely  free  from  them.  Yet,  I will  endeavor 
to  have  it  as  perfect  as  possible.  When  completed,  it  will  be  of  great  value 
for  many  years  to  come,  and  lessen,  for  the  future,  one-half  of  the  labor  of 
“searching”  among  the  books  and  papers  of  this  office. 

The  amount  due  on  unpatented  lands  has  been  variously  estimated  by 
my  predecessors.  By  some  it  has  been  placed  as  high  as  six  millions,  by 
others  at  four  millions,  and  by  others  again  at  two  millions  of  dollars.  The 
latter  estimate  will,  I think,  approximate  nearest  to  the  true  amount,  when 
the  list  is  finished  and  the  account  footed. 

The  law  of  1864  requires  the  amounts  due  on  unpatented  lands  only,  to  be 
made  out  and  entered  up.  There  are  many  cases  where  money  is  due  on 
patented  lands — where  a patent  has  been  issued  and  a mortgage  or  lien  exe- 
cuted to  the  Governor,  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth.  A few  of  such 
cases  have  been  satisfied  ; a small  amount  has  been  paid  on  some  ; on  others, 
nothing  has  been  paid.  I would  recommend  that  all  this  class  of  debtors 
be  added  to  the  list  ordered  by  the  act,  and  that  the  rate  of  interest  to  be 
paid  by  them  be  specifically  set  forth,  as  there  appears  to  have  been  no 
uniformity  in  the  manner  or  rate  of  computing  interest  in  the  cases  hereto- 
fore settled.  A couple  of  cases  taken  at  random  from  the  files  of  this  office, 
will  illustrate  this  point. 

A citizen  of  Berks  county  gives  a mortgage  for  $286  90.  One  year  fijom 
the  time  of  giving  the  mortgage  he  pays,  on  account,  $160  66.  Forty  odd 
years  from  this  date  the  account  is  closed  and  declared  satisfied,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  act  of  1858,  thus  giving  the  party  a premium  of  $126  24  for  his 
forty  years’  delinquency,  in  addition  to  the  remission  of  all  interest  which 
he  had  promised  to  pay  the  Commonwealth. 
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Another  citizen  of  the  same  county  gives  a mortgage  for  $03  60.  Thirty- 
one  years  after  he  paid  to  the  Commonwealth  $153  18,  being  the  amount  in 
full,  with  two  per  cent,  interest. 

These  are  not  isolated  cases,  nor  do  they  at  all  represent  the  extremes  to 
which  the  different  constructions  of  the  law  have  led.  The  cases  cited  are 
assumed  to  have  been  settled  under  the  same  law.  Why  and  how  such 
widely  differing  constructions  have  been  placed  upon  it,  is  not  for  me  to 
determine.  I merely  state  the  facts  as  they  appear  of  record  in  this  office. 

Whilst  great  injustice  has  been  done  the  State,  and  also  the  purchaser, 
who  has,  in  good  faith,  paid  for  his  land  in  full,  principal  and  interest,  I 
have  failed  to  discover  a single  instance  where  a construction  has  been  put 
upon  the  law  which  would  appear  harsh  or  unjust  to  the  delinquent.  On 
the  contrary,  he  has  uniformly  had  the  benefit  of  the  most  liberal  construc- 
tion that  could  possibly  be  put  upon  the  law,  and,  I might  add,  in  many  in- 
stances, the  benefit  of  a construction  not  justified  by  the  law. 

It  is  not  alone  in  the  construction  of  the  laws  that  delinquents  have  been 
favored.  The  general  tenor  of  most  of  the  acts  of  the  Legislature  on  the 
subject,  would  seem  to  tend  in  the  same  direction.  Liberal  terms  have 
been  offered  to  delinquents,  if  they  would  come  forward  and  settle  their  in- 
debtedness. These  terms,  not  being  complied  with,  others,  more  liberal, 
have  been  offered  from  time  to  time,  uatil  the  impression  has  been  created 
in  the  minds  of  many,  that  payment  will  never  be  enforced  by  the  State, 
and  they  decline  paying,  under  the  belief  that  the  State  will  eventually  re- 
linquish her  claims  upon  them. 

There  is  another  class  of  lands  wrhich  does  not  appear  to  be  contemplated 
bv  the  act  of  1864,  and  for  which  no  adequate  provision  appears  to  have 
been  made  by  any  existing  law  that  I am  aware  of.  Lands  have  been 
taken  possession  of,  improved  and  held,  without  even  the  formality  of  an 
application,  warrantor  survey;  consequently,  there  is  nothing  on  record 
in  this  office  by  which  to  determine  the  names  of  the  parties,  the  number  of 
acres  taken,  or  the  locality  in  which  lands  so  taken  possession  of  are  situa- 
ted. It  is  a well  established  fact,  that  large  quantities  of  the  best  land  in 
the  State  have  been  taken  up  in  this  way,  and  there  is  no  mode  of  enforcing 
payment  for  it.  There  is  not  even  the  official  data  to  determine  who  the 
parties  are,  or  the  amount  of  their  indebtedness  to  the  State.  The  date  of 
first  settlement  is  doubtless  unknown  to  many  of  the  present  holders  them- 
selves, and,  in  many  cases,  it  will  be  difficult,  even  now,  to  obtain  the  in- 
formation— if  much  longer  delayed  it  will  be  impossible  to  obtain  it. 

Would  it  not  be  proper  to  make  provision  for  the  application,  survey  and 
return  of  these  lands,  with  authority  to  add  them  to  the  list  of  liens 
where  the  parties  are  unable  to  pay  the  amount  due  the  State  in  full ; and 
in  default  of  such  application,  (after  a reasonable  time  given  to  the  original 
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holder,  or  those  holding  under  him,)  to  vest  the  title  of  the  State  in  such 
person  as  may  make  application  for  the  same,  in  like  manner  as  is  now 
provided  in  case  of  vacant  lands  ? 

Many  persons  holding  lauds  of  this  description,  are  under  the  impression 
that  twenty-one  years’  peaceable  possession  has  divested  the  State  of  its 
right  in  the  land,  and,  therefore,  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  make  any 
application,  or  have  a survey  returned  and  accepted,  believing  their  title  to 
have  been  perfected  by  possession.  They  do  not  appear  to  be  aware  of  the 
fact,  that  mere  occupation  or  possession  of  vacant  lands,  give  no  title  what- 
ever against  the  State,  and  (hat  the  “the  exercise  of  ownership  in  such 
cases  does  not  raise  the  presumption  of  a grant,  nor  does  any  statute  of  limi- 
tations run  against  the  Commonwealth .”  It  is  due  to  all  parties  concerned, 
that  this  very  prevalent  and  erroneous  impression  should  be  corrected — that 
the  State  receive  the  amount  due  for  these  lands,  and  the  titles  thereto  be 
perfected. 

When  delinquents  are  made  to  understand  that  the  State  will  surely  de- 
mand and  collect  both  principal  and  interest,  they  will  come  forward  and 
pay  oft  their  indebtedness,  aud  not  before.  It  is  due  the  tax-payers  of  the 
Commonwealth,  as  well  as  to  those  who  have  promptly  paid  for  their  lands, 
that  this  demand  should  be  made  and  enforced.  It  is  due  also  to  the  de- 
linquents themselves  that  they  should  be  made  to  realize  the  fact  that  their 
indebtedness  must  be  speedily  paid,  and  thus  save  them  from  still  greater 
accumulation  of  debt,  in  the  item  of  accruing  interest,  whilst  they  are  labor- 
ing under  the-  delusion  that  they  are,  or  eventually  will  be,  released  from 
the  payment  of  a debt  so  long  and  so  justly  due  the  Commonwealth. 

Much  of  the  land,  at  present  vacant,  is  being  rendered  almost  valueless 
by  having  the  timber  stripped  from  it.  In  some  cases,  application  is  made 
for  a few  acres  of  a larger  tract  of  vacant  land,  and  after  the  order  of  survey 
is  granted,  the  party  making  the  application  will  direct  the  county  surveyor 
not  to  survey  it  until  farther  orders  from  him  ; and,  in  the  meantime,  he 
will  proceed  to  cut  off  the  valuable  timber  on  the  larger  tract,  if  not  arrested 
by  a second  applicant  for  a part  of  the  same  tract,  when  he  will  order  the 
county  surveyor  to  locate  his  warrant  on  the  most  desirable  part  of  the 
remaining  timber  land. 

I would  recommend  that  it  be  made  a penal  offence  hereafter,  to  enter 
upon  any  vacant  lands  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  remove  therefrom  any 
timber,  mineral,  or  other  valuable  substance,  until  application  has  been  made 
by  the  party,  a survey  had,  returned  and  accented  by  this  Department.  A 
proper  penalty  for  a violation  of  such  a provision  ought  to  be  made,  one- 
half  of  the  amount  to  be  given  to  the  informer,  and  the  remainder  to  the 
school  district.  This  might,  in  a measure,  arrest  the  evil. 

By  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  approved  July  2,  1862, 
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entitled  “ An  Act  donating  public  lands  to  th»  several  States  ana  Territo- 
ries which  may  provide  colleges  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and  the  me- 
chanic arts,”  there  was  denoted  to  this  State,  land  scrip  representing 

780.000  acres  of  the  public  lands.  This  donation  was  accepted  by  the  State, 
by  an  act  of  April  1,  1863,  and  under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  a Board  of 
Commissioners  was  constituted,  consisting  of  the  Governor,  Auditor  General 
and  Surveyor  General.  It  was  also  made  the  duty  of  the  Surveyor  General 
to  dispose  of  the  land  scrip,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners should  prescribe.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  my  prede- 
cessor disposed  of  scrip  representing  23,680  acres. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  supplement  to  the  act  of  1863,  approved 
April  11,  1866,  the  Board  of  Commissioners  advertised  for  proposals  for  the 
purchase  of  the  scrip,  which  were  opened  on  the  15th  of  August  last,  cov- 
ering, in  amount,  over  1,000,000  acres  ; the  amount  per  acre  bid  ranging  from 
twenty  to  ninety  cents.  The  Board  awarded  236,320  acres  to  the  highest 
bidders,  at  prices  ranging  from  fifty-five  to  ninety  cents,  much  the  greater 
part  of  it  at  fifty-five  cents,  as  the  bids  above  that  figure  were  for  compara- 
tively small  amounts.  The  amount  thus  disposed  of,  added  to  that  sold  by 
my  predecessor,  making  260,000  acres,  or  one-third  of  the  whole  amount 
donated  to  the  State,  is,  according  to  the  interpretation  put  upon  the  law, 
all  that  can  be  sold  until  further  action  is  taken  by  the  Legislature. 

The  whole  amount  received  from  the  sale  of  scrip  is  $151,136,  averaging 
a small  fraction  over  58£  cents  per  acre.  Of  this  amount,  $18, 100  have  been 
invested  in  six  per  cent.  State  bonds,  and  the  balance  is  in  process  of  in- 
vestment as  fast  as  bonds  can  be  purchased  at  reasonable  rates.  The  high 
premium  at  which  Pennsylvania  and  United  States  bonds  are  now  held,  has 
deterred  the  Board  of  Commissioners  from  ordering  the  prompt  investment 
of  the  whole  amount  at  present  rates,  under  the  belief  that  it  can  be  done 
more  advantageously  in  a very  short  time. 

The  low  figures  at  which  land  scrip  is  now  selling,  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  fact,  that  almost  all  the  States  threw  their  scrip  upon  the  market  about 
the  same  time,  and  for  which  there  is  but  a limited  demand.  Whether  the 

520.000  acres  remaining  to  the  State,  shall  be  disposed  of  now,  or  be  retained 
until  some  future  time,  will  be  for  the  Legislature  to  determine. 

In  closing  this  report,  I would  respectfully  call  attention  (as  my  prede- 
cessors have  repeatedly  done)  to  the  insecurity  of  the  books  and  papers  of 
this  Department,  containing  the  records  of  all  the  land  titles  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  interior  of  the  building  is  not  fire  proof,  and  the  accumu- 
lation of  books  and  papers  for  over  a century,  occupy  nearly  all  the  availa- 
ble space  around  the  walls — these  are  all  liable  to  be  destroyed  by  the 
merest  accident.  Should  the  records  of  this  office  be  destroyed  by  fire,  the 
loss  would  be  incalculable,  and  the  evil  irreparable.  If  it  should  not  be 
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deemed  expedient  to  make  the  building  itself  fire-proof,  properly  constructed 
iron  cases,  in  place  of  the  wooden  ones  now  in  use,  would  afford  at  least 
comparative  safety. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JACOB  M.  CAMPBELL, 

Surveyor  General. 


-A- 15  ZFE  1ST  ID  IX. 


WARRANTS,  SCRVRTS  AND  PATENTS. 

A Warrant  or  order  of  survey  authorizes  only  the  survey  of  vacant  lands, 
for  they  alone  belong  to  the  Commonwealth  to  grant.  But  whether  the  lands 
applied  for  are  vacant  or  not,  the  land  officers  do  not  undertake  to  examine, 
and  in  most  instances  do  not  possess  the  means  of  ascertaining.  Of  this  the 
applicant  must  judge  for  himself.  If  he  knows  them  to  be  appropriated  by 
prior  right,  it  is  against  conscience  to  take  out  a warrant  for  them,  or  to 
have  them  surveyed  as  vacant.  But  he  may  assert  the  invalidity  of  a for- 
mer grant  and  insist  on  a survey.  In  that  case  the  deputy  surveyor  ought, 
if  it  be  known  to  him,  to  note  it  in  his  books  and  return  of  survey. 

Returns  of  surveys. — Having  finished  the  survey  and  plotted  it,  the 
surveyor  ought  to  return  it  to  the  office  of  the  Surveyor  General.  This  is 
an  important  part  of  his  duty.  Many  regulations  and  laws  have  from  time 
to  time  required  it,  and  from  its  omission  frequent  disputes  have  occurred. 
The  deputy  surveyor,  however,  is  not  obliged  to  return  the  survey  until 
his  fees  and  expenses  are  paid  ; and  if  the  failure  to  return  is  occasioned  by 
the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  parly  to  defray  them,  any  loss  thereby  sustained 
is  imputable  to  him  and  not  to  the  officer.  The  regulations  of  the  Proprie- 
taries and  the  acts  of  Assembly  concur  in  directing  the  return  to  be  made 
on  paying  for  the  survey.  * * * If  the  party  pays  or  tenders  the  fees, 

it  is  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  to  return  the  survey  in  a convenient  time, 
and  the  neglect  or  fraud  of  the  surveyor  will  not  affect  his  rights.  But  it 
lies  on  the  party  to  show  that  the  want  of  a return  was  not  occasioned  by 
any  default  or  neglect  of  his  own  ; and  if  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the 
surveying  fees  were  paid,  the  inference  is  that  they  were  not  paid.  The 
deputy  being  a sworn  officer,  is,  prima  facie,  presumed  to  have  done  his 
duty. 

The  Patent  is  a deed  from  the  Commonwealth,  under  its  great  seal,  con- 
veying to  the  grantee  all  its  right  in  the  land,  describing  it  by  metes  and 
bounds,  and  passes,  as  respects  the  Commonwealth,  the  complete  legal  title, 
all  the  preparatory  measures  of  warrant,  application,  survey  and  acceptance 
being  merged  in  the  patent.  As  to  third  persons,  it  ^ prima  facie  evidence 
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that  all  the  previous  requisites  had  been  complied  with.  Before  it  issues, 
the  purchase  money  due  [and  the  patent  fee]  must  always  be  paid  ; and 
the  land  is  thenceforth  discharged  from  the  lien  which  till  then  existed. 
Generally,  the  grantee  is  concluded  by  the  lines  and  boundaries  described 
in  the  patent,  though  perhaps  in  a special  case  there  might  be  an  exception. 

Third  persons  claiming  by  warrant,  application,  settlement  or  otherwise, 
may  show  that  the  patent  was  wrongfully  issued  to  the  patentee  ; or  rather 
that  he  is  trustee  for  him  who  has  the  right ; the  material  consideration  be- 
ing, not  who  has  the  patent,  but  to  whom  it  ought  to  have  been  granted. 
For  the  land  officers,  in  issuing  the  patent,  act  merely  in  a ministerial  capa- 
city, and  cannot  change  the  rules  of  law  or  rights  of  parties.  And  even 
though  he  who  has  the  patent  sell  to  a bona  fide  purchaser  without  notice, 
the  vendee  is  in  no  better  situation.  His  claim  under  the  patent  may  be 
contested  by  one  having  a better  right  by  settlement,  warrant  or  location. 
These  titles  are  not  equities  within  the  ordinary  rule  of  being  unavailing 
against  a purchaser  of  the  legal  title.  A patent  founded  on  a fraudulent 
survey,  or  obtained  by  misrepresentation  and  deceit,  is  void  against  third 
persons  affected  by  it. 

The  patent,  however,  has  always  been  received  in  evidence  in  the  first 
instance,  to  show  that  the  legal  title  was  out  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
question  whether  it  is  good  is  a subsequent  one. — Sergeant. 


PRICES  OF  LANDS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA  AT  VARIOUS  PE- 
RIODS. 

PRICES  UNDER  PENN  AND  HIS  HEIRS. 

Previous  to  the  27th  of  December,  1762,  £15,  10s.  ($41  33,)  per  hundred 
acres,  with  the  exception  of  a few  warrants  in  the  lower  counties  at  £3,  10s. 
($9  33)  per  hundred. 

From  the  27th  of  December,  1762,  to  the  5th  of  August,  1763,  £9  ($24) 
per  hundred  acres. 

From  the  5th  of  August,  1763,  to  the  6th  of  August,  1765  £15  10s 
($41  33.) 

Locations  and  warrants  from  the  6th  of  July,  1765,  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1784,  £5  sterling,  ($22  22.) 

PRICES  UNDER  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

From  the  1st  of  July,  1784,  to  the  3d  of  April,  1792,  £10  ($26  66f)  per 
hundred  acres. 


H 
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New  purchase,  1784. — From  the  1st  of  May,  1785,  to  the  1st  of  March, 
1789,  £30  ($80.) 

From  the  1st  of  March,  1789,  to  the  3d  of  April,  1792,  £20  (53  33£.) 

From  the  3d  of  April,  1792,  to  the  1st  of  September,  1817,  £5  (13  33^,) 
for  land  in  the  purchase  of  1784,  east  of  the  Allegheny  river  and  Conewango 
creek,  unimproved. 

Purchase  of  1768  and  the  previous  purchases. — From  the  3d  of  April, 
1792,  to  the  28tb  of  March,  1814,  unimproved,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  shillings 
($6  66§)  per  hundred  acres. 

Lands  in  the  purchase  of  1784,  lying  north  and  west  of  the  rivers  Ohio 
and  Allegheny,  and  Conewango  creek,  £7,  10s.  ($20.) 

Undrawn  donation  lands,  from  the  1st  of  October,  1813,  at  the  rate  of 
$1  50  per  acre. 

Donation  lands  reduced,  from  the  25th  of  February,  1819,  to  fifty  cents 
per  acre. 

From  the  21st  of  March,  1814,  lands  within  the  purchase  of  1768  and  the 
previous  purchases,  to  be  at  the  rate  of  £10  ($26  66§)  per  hundred  acres. 

From  the  1st  of  September,  1817,  lands  within  the  purchase  of  1784,  east 
of  the  Allegheny  river  and  Conewango  creek,  at  the  rate  of  £10  ($26  66|,) 
except  such  as  have  been  settled  on,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  3d  of  April, 
1792,  between  said  3d  of  Apiil  and  1st  of  September,  1817 

Seventeen  townships  in  Luzerne  county — Price  fixed  by  the  commission- 
ers : First  class,  $2  per  acre;  second  class,  $1  20;  third  class,  50  cents; 
fourth  class,  8£  cents. 

PRESENT  PRICE. 

The  price  of  all  vacant  and  unimproved  land  is  now  at  the  rate  of  £10 
($26  66|)  per  hundred  acres,  except  the  following  : 

Lands  lying  north  and  west  of  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Allegheny,  and  flkme- 
wango  creek,  $20  per  hundred  acres. 

Reserve  tracts  near  Erie,  Waterford,  &c.,  price  fixed  by  commissioners. 

Lands  improved  agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  3d  of  April,  1792,  fifty  fil- 
lings ($6  66|)  and  £5  ($13  33^)  per  hundred  acres. 

Lands  held  by  Virginia  warrants  in  the  south-west  part  of  the  State — the 
warrants  show  the  terms.  (Lands  were  taken  under  Virginia  warrants  as 
low  as  ten  shillings  per  hundred  acres.) 

It  is  the  practice  in  the  Land  Office  to  charge  for  the  excess  of  land  above 
ten  per  cent,  on  fifty  shilling  warrants,  at  the  rate  of  £10  per  hundred  acres. 

WARRANT  AND  PATENT  FEES. 

Fee  for  warrant,  $4  50  ; for  patent,  $10,  except  town  lots  under  one-third 
of  an  acre,  which  are  $1,  and  lots  over  one-third,  and  not  esceedi'ng  two 
acres,  which  are  $5. 
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TABLES 


Showing  the  price  of  from  one  acre  to  five  hundred  acres  of  Land,  of  the 
various  rates  prescribed  by  the  Proprietary  and  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Warrants  at  £15  10s.  per  cent.,  2 per  cent,  interest. 


Acres. 

Cents. 

Dollari 

Acres. 

Cents. 

Dollar 

Acres 

Cents 

Dollar 

a> 

t 

O 

cy 

Cents 

'“T3 

"I 

’ 
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• 

l \ 

. 

\ 

GO  ’ 

GO 

• 

GO 

• 

1 

41 

37 

15  29 

73 

30  17 

4 

l 

90 

22 

2 

83 

38 

15  70 

74 

30  58 

8 

2 

95 

23 

3 

1 24 

39 

16  12 

75 

31  00 

12 

3 

99 

24 

4 

1 65 

40 

16  53 

76 

31  41 

17 

4 

103 

25 

5 

2 07 

41 

16  94 

77 

31  82 

21 

5 

107 

26 

6 

2 48 

42 

17  36 

78 

32  24 

25 

6 

111 

27 

7 

2 89 

43 

17  77 

79 

32  65 

29 

7 

115 

28 

8 

3 31 

44 

18  18 

80 

33  06 

33 

8 

119 

29 

9 

3 72 

45 

18  60 

81 

33  48 

37 

9 

123 

30 

10 

4 13 

46 

19  01 

82 

33  89 

41 

10 

127 

31 

11 

12 

4 54 
4 96 

47 

48 

19  42 
19  84 

83 

84 

34  30 
34  72 

45 

49 

11 

12 

131 

135 

32 

33 

13 

5 37 

49 

20  25 

85 

35  13 

53 

13 

139 

34 

14 

5 78 

50 

20  66 

86 

35  54 

57 

14 

143 

35 

15 

6 20 

61 

21  08 

87 

35  96 

62 

15 

147 

36 

16 

6 61 

52 

21  49 

88 

36  37 

66 

16 

152 

37 

17 

7 02 

53 

21  90 

89 

36  78 

70 

17 

156 

38 

18 

7 44 

54 

22  32 

90 

37  20 

74 

18 

160 

39 

19 

7 85 

65 

22  73 

91 

37  61 

78 

19 

164 

40 

20 

8 27 

56 

23  14 

92 

38  02 

82 

20 

169 

41 

21 

8 68 

57 

23  56 

93 

38  44 

86 

21 

22 

9 09 

68 

23  97 

9^ 

38  85 

23 

9 50 

69 

24  38 

95 

39  26 

24 

9 92 

60 

24  80 

96 

39  68 

25 

10  33 

61 

25  21 

97 

40  09 

26 

10  74 

62 

25  62 

98 

40  50 

27 

11  16 

63 

26  04 

99 

40  92 

28 

11  57 

64 

26  45 

100 

41  33 

29 

11  98 

65 

26  86 

200 

82  67 

SO 

12  40 

66 

27  27 

300 

124  00 

3 1 

12  81 

67 

27  69 

400 

165  33 

32 

13  22 

68 

28  10 

500 

206  67 

33 

13  64 

69 

28  52 

34 

14  05 

70 

28  93 

35 

14  46 

71 

29  34 

36 

14  88 

72 

29  76 
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Warrants  at  £10  per  cunt.,  3 per  cent,  interest. 


Acres 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

Acres. 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

! P* 
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CD 
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Dolls . 
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Dolls. 

H3 

CD 
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• 

9 

1 

20 

27 

7 20 

53 

14  13 

79 

21  07 

6 

i 

2 

53 

28 

7 47 

54 

14  40 

80 

21  33 

13 

*> 

3 

80 

29 

7 73 

55 

14  67 

81 

21  60 

19 

3 

4 

1 06 

30 

8 00 

56 

14  93 

82 

21  87 

25 

4 

5 

1 33 

31 

8 27 

67 

15  20 

83 

22  14 

32 

5 

6 

1 60 

32 

8 53 

58 

15  47 

84 

22  41 

38 

6 

7 

1 87 

33 

8 80 

59 

15  73 

85 

22  67 

45 

7 

8 

2 13 

34 

9 07 

60 

16  00 

86 

22  93 

51 

8 

9 

2 40 

35 

9 33 

61 

16  27 

87 

23  20 

57 

9 

10 

2 67 

36 

9 60 

62 

16  53 

88 

23  47 

64 

10 

11 

2 93 

37 

9 87 

63 

16  80 

89 

23  73 

70 

11 

12 

3 20 

38 

10  13 

64 

17  07 

90 

24  00 

76 

12 

13 

3 47 

39 

10  40 

65 

17  33 

91 

24  27 

83 

13 

14 

3 73 

40 

10  67 

66 

17  60 

92 

24  63 

89 

14 

15 

4 00 

41 

10  93 

67 

17  87 

93 

24  80 

96 

15 

16 

4 27 

42 

11  20 

68 

18  13 

94 

25  07 

102 

16 

17 

4 53 

43 

11  47 

69 

18  40 

95 

25  33 

108 

17 

18 

4 80 

44 

11  73 

70 

18  67 

96 

25  60 

114 

18 

19 

6 07 

45 

12  00 

71 

18  93 

97 

25  87 

121 

19 

20 

5 33 

46 

12  27 

72 

19  20 

98 

26  13 

127 

20 

21 

5 60 

47 

12  53 

73 

19  47 

99 

26  40 

134 

21 

22 

5 87 

48 

12  80 

74 

19  73 

100 

26  67 

140 

22 

26 

6 13 

49 

13  07 

75 

20  00 

200 

63  33 

146 

23 

24 

6 40 

50 

13  33 

76 

20  27 

300 

80  00 

163 

24 

25 

6 67 

51 

13  60 

77 

20  53 

400 

106  67 

159 

25 

26 

6 93 

52 

13  87 

78 

20  80  ‘ 

600 

133  33 
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26 

Warrants  at  £9  Currency  per  cent.,  3 per  cent,  interest. 
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> 

o 
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o 
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C 
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1 

24 

27 

6 48 

63 

12  72 

79 
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7 

1 

2 

48 

28 
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54 
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80 

19  20 

14 

2 

3 

72 

29 

6 96 

55 

13  20 

81 

19  44 

21 

3 

4 

96 

30 

7 20 

56 

13  44 

82 

19  68 

28 

4 

5 

1 20 

31 

7 44 

57 

13  68 

83 

19  92 

35 

5 

6 

1 44 

32 

7 68 

58 

13  92 

84 

20  16 

42 

6 

7 

1 68 

33 

7 92 

59 

14  16 

85 

20  40 

49 

7 

8 

1 92 

34 

8 16 

60 

14  40 

86 

20  64 

66 

8 

9 

2 16 

36 

8 40 

61 

14  64 

87 

20  88 

64 

9 

10 

2 40 

36 

8 64 

62 

14  88 

88 

21  12 

71 

10 

11 

2 64 

37 

8 88 

63 

15  12 

89 

21  36 

78 

11 

12 

2 88 

38 

9 12 

64 

15  36 

90 

21  60 

85 

12 

13 

3 12 

39 

9 36 

65 

15  60 

91 

21  84 

92 

13 

14 

3 36 

40 

9 60 

66 

15  84 

92 

22  08 

99 

14 

15 

3 60 

41 

9 84 

67 

16  08 

93 

22  32 
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15 

16 

3 84 

42 

10  08 

68 

16  32 

94 

22  66 
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16 

17 

4 08 

43 

10  32 

69 

16  66 

95 

22  80 
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17 

18 

4 32 

44 

10  66 

70 

16  80 

96 

23  04 

127 

18 

19 

4 56 

45 

10  80 

71 

17  04 

97 

23  28 
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19 

20 

4 80 

46 

11  04 

72 

17  28 

98 

23  62 

141 

20 

21 

5 04 

47 

11  28 

73 

17  52 

99 

23  76 

148 

21 

22 

5 28 

48 

11  52 

74 

17  76 

100 

24  00 

155 

22 

23 

5 62 

49 

11  76 

75 

18  00 

200 

48  00 

163 

23 

24 

5 76 

50 

12  00 

76 

18  24 

300 

72  00 

169 

24 

25 

6 00 

51 

12  24 

77 

18  48 

400 

96  00 

6 24 

52 

12  48 

78 

18  72 

500 

120  00 
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Lands  at  £5  Sterling  per  cent.,  typer  cent,  interest 


Acres. 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

Acres. 

- 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

Acres. 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

Acres. 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

Per’s. 

o 

CO 

1 

22 

28 

6 22 

55 

12  22 

82 

18  22 

8 

1 

2 

44 

29 

6 44 

56 

12  44 

83 

18  44 

15 

2 

3 

67 

30 

6 67 

57 

12  67 

84 

18  67 

28 

3 

4 

89 

31 

6 89 

68 

12  89 

85 

18  89 

31 

4 

5 

1 12 

32 

7 11 

69 

13  11 

86 

19  11 

38 

6 

6 

1 33 

33 

7 33 

60 

13  33 

87 

19  33 

46 

6 

7 

1 56 

34 

7 56 

61 

13  66 

88 

19  56 

63 

7 

8 

1 78 

35 

7 78 

62 

13  78 

89 

19  78 

61 

8 

9 

2 00 

36 

8 00 

63 

14  00 

90 

20  00 

69 

9 

10 

2 22 

37 

8 22 

64 

14  22 

91 

20  22 

76 

10 

11 

2 44 

38 

8 44 

65 

14  44 

92 

20  44 

84 

11 

12 

2 67 

39 

8 67 

66 

14  67 

93 

20  67 

92 

12 

13 

2 89 

40 

8 89 

67 

14  89 

94 

20  89 

99 

13 

14 

3 11 

41 

9 11 

68 

15  11 

95 

21  11 

107 

14 

16 

3 33 

42 

9 33 

69 

15  33 

96 

21  33 

114 

15 

16 

3 56 

43 

9 56 

70 

15  66 

97 

21  66 

122 

16 

17 

3 78 

44 

9 78 

71 

15  78 

98 

21  78 

130 

17 

18 

4 00 

45 

10  00 

72 

16  00 

99 

22  00 

138 

18 

19 

4 22 

46 

10  22 

73 

16  22 

100 

22  22 

145 

19 

20 

4 44 

47 

10  44 

74 

16  44 

110 

24  44 

153 

20 

21 

4 67 

48 

10  67 

75 

16  67 

125 

27  78 

160 

21 

22 

4 89 

49 

10  89 

76 

16  89 

200 

44  44 

168 

22 

23 

6 11 

50 

11  11 

77 

17  11 

300 

66  66 

169 

22 

24 

5 33 

51 

11  33 

78 

17  33 

400 

88  88 

25 

5 86 

62 

11  55 

79 

17  56 

600 

111  10 

26 

5 78 

63 

11  77 

80 

17  78 

27 

6 00 

54 

12  00 

81 

18  00  | 

Lands  at  £7  10s.  per  cent.,  or  $20,  3J  per  cent,  interest. 


Acres. 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

Acres 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

Acres. 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

Acres. 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

Per’s. 

o 

C+- 

03 

1 

20 

27 

5 40 

53 

10  60 

79 

15  80 

8 

1 

2 

40 

28 

5 60 

54 

10  80 

80 

16  00 

16 

2 

3 

60 

29 

6 80 

65 

11  00 

81 

16  20 

24 

3 

4 

80 

30 

6 00 

66 

11  20 

82 

16  40 

32 

4 

5 

1 00 

31 

6 20 

67 

11  40 

83 

16  60 

40 

5 

6 

1 20 

32 

6 40 

68 

11  60 

84 

16  80 

48 

6 

7 

1 40 

33 

6 60 

5y 

11  80 

85 

17  00 

66 

7 

8 

1 60 

34 

6 80 

60 

12  00 

86 

17  20 

64 

8 

9 

1 80 

35 

7 00 

61 

12  20 

87 

17  40 

72 

9 

10 

2 00 

36 

7 20 

62 

12  40 

88 

17  60 

80 

10 

11 

2 20 

37 

7 40 

63 

12  60 

89 

17  80 

88 

11 

12 

2 40 

38 

7 60 

64 

12  80 

90 

18  00 

96 

12 

13 

2 60 

39 

7 80 

65 

13  00 

91 

18  20 

104 

13 

14 

2 80 

40 

8 00 

66 

13  20 

92 

18  40 

112 

14 

15 

3 00 

41 

8 20 

67 

13  40 

93 

18  60 

120 

15 

16 

3 20 

42 

8 40 

68 

13  60 

94 

18  80 

128 

16 

17 

3 40 

43 

8 60 

69 

13  80 

95 

19  00 

136 

17 

18 

3 60 

44 

8 80 

70 

14  00 

96 

19  20 

144 

18 

19 

3 80 

45 

9 00 

71 

14  20 

97 

19  40 

162 

19 

20 

4 00 

46 

9 20 

72 

14  40 

98 

19  60 

160 

20 

21 

4 20 

47 

9 40 

73 

14  60 

99 

19  80 

22 

4 40 

48 

9 60 

74 

14  80 

100 

20  00 

23 

4 60 

49 

9 80 

75 

16  00 

200 

40  00 

24 

4 80 

50 

10  00 

76 

15  20 

300 

60  00 

25 

5 00 

61 

10  20 

77 

15  40 

400 

80  00 

26 

6 20 

52 

10  40 

78 

16  60 

500 

100  00 

2 Sun.  Gen.  Rep. 
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Warrants  at  £5  Currency,  4 per  cent,  interest. 


> 

a 

© 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

Acres. 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

Acres, 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

Acres. 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

Per’s. 

Q 

sr 

i 

13 

28 

3 73 

54 

7 20 

80 

10  66 

13 

l 

2 

26 

29 

3 86 

65 

7 33 

81 

10  80 

25 

2 

3 

40 

30 

4 00 

66 

7 46 

82 

iu  '*'•> 

38 

3 

4 

63 

31 

4 13 

67 

7 60 

83 

11  06 

50 

4 

5 

66 

32 

4 26 

68 

7 73 

84 

11  20 

63 

5 

6 

80 

33 

4 40 

69 

7 86 

85 

11  33 

75 

6 

7 

93 

34 

4 63 

60 

8 00 

86 

11  46 

88 

7 

8 

1 06 

35 

4 66 

61 

8 13 

87 

11  60 

100 

8 

9 

1 20 

36 

4 80 

62 

8 26 

88 

11  73 

113 

9 

10 

1 33 

37 

4 93 

63 

8 40 

89 

11  86 

125 

10 

11 

1 46 

38 

5 06 

64 

8 63 

90 

12  00 

138 

11 

12 

1 60 

39 

6 20 

65 

8 66 

91 

12  13 

160 

12 

13' 

1 73 

40 

6 33 

66 

8 80 

92 

12  26 

163 

13 

14 

1 86 

41 

6 46 

67 

8 93 

93 

12  40 

169 

18 

16 

2 00 

42 

6 60 

68 

9 06 

94 

12  63 

16 

2 13 

43 

6 73 

69 

9 20 

95 

12  66 

17 

2 26 

44 

6 86 

70 

9 33 

96 

12  80 

18 

2 40 

45 

6 00 

71 

9 46 

97 

12  93 

19 

2 63 

46 

6 13 

72 

9 69 

98 

13  06 

20 

2 66 

47 

6 26 

73 

9 72 

99 

13  20 

21 

2 80 

48 

6 40 

74 

9 86 

100 

13  33 

22 

2 93 

49 

6 63 

75 

10  00 

160 

20  00 

23 

3 06 

60 

6 66 

76 

10  13 

200 

26  66 

24 

3 20 

61 

6 80 

77 

10  26 

300 

40  00 

25 

3 33 

62 

6 93 

78 

10  40 

400 

63  33 

26 

3 46 

63 

7 06 

79 

10  63 

500 

66  67 

27 

3 60 

Warrants  at  50  Shillings  per  cent.,  or  $6  67,  6 per  cent,  interest. 


> 

o 

*~l 

o 

m 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

P> 

a 

CD 

09 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

Acres. 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

Acres. 

Cts. 

Dolls. 

h: 

CD 

CD 

Cts. 

l 

07 

28 

1 87 

65 

3 67 

82 

6 47 

25 

1 

2 

13 

29 

1 93 

66 

3 73 

83 

6 63 

61 

2 

3 

20 

30 

2 00 

67 

3 80 

84 

5 60 

76 

3 

4 

27 

31 

2 07 

58 

3 87 

86 

6 67 

102 

4 

6 

33 

32 

2 13 

59 

3 93 

86 

6 73 

127 

6 

C 

40 

33 

2 20 

60 

4 00 

87 

6 80 

152 

6 

7 

47 

34 

2 27 

61 

4 07 

88 

5 87 

169 

6 

8 

53 

36 

2 33 

62 

4 13 

89 

6 93 

9 

60 

36 

2 40 

63 

4 20 

90 

6 00 

10 

67 

37 

2 47 

64 

4 27 

91 

6 07 

11 

73 

38 

2 53 

65 

4 33 

92 

6 13 

12 

80 

39 

2 60 

66 

4 40 

93 

6 20 

13 

87 

40 

2 67 

67 

4 47 

94 

6 27 

14 

93 

41 

2 73 

68 

4 63 

95 

6 33 

16 

1 00 

42 

2 80 

69 

4 60 

96 

6 40 

16 

1 07 

43 

2 87 

70 

4 67 

97 

6 47 

17 

1 13 

44 

2 93 

71 

4 73 

98 

6 63 

18 

1 20 

45 

3 00 

72 

4 80 

99 

6 60 

19 

1 27 

46 

3 07 

73 

4 87 

100 

6 67 

20 

1 33 

47 

3 13 

74 

4 93 

150 

10  00 

21 

1 40 

48 

3 20 

75 

6 00 

200 

13  33 

22 

1 47 

49 

3 27 

76 

6 07 

250 

16  66 

23 

1 53 

60 

3 33 

77 

5 13 

300 

20  00 

24 

1 60 

61 

3 40 

78 

6 20 

400 

26  67 

25 

1 67 

62 

3 47 

79 

5 27 

600 

33  33 

26 

1 78 

63 

3 53 

80 

6 33 

27 

1 80 

54 

3 60 

81 

6 40 
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FORMS. 


FORM  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  LAND  ON  WHICH  A SETTLEMENT  HAS  BEEN  MADE. 

, of  the  township  of , in  the  county  of , applies 

for acres  of  land,  situate  in  said  township  and  county,  adjoining  lands 

of on  the  east, on  the  south, on  the 

west,  and on  the  north. 


To  the  Surveyor  General. 

— . County,  ss  : 

Before  us,  the  subscribers,  two  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 

county,  personally  came  - . , a disinterested  witness,  and  being 

sworn  agreeably  to  law,  did  depose  and  say,  that  to  his  certain  knowledg 

the  above  described  tract  of  land  was  first  improved  in  the  month  of , 

A.  D. , and  not  before ; that  grain  has  been  raised  thereon,  and  that 

the  said r-  and  family  are  now  settled  and  reside  on  the  same 

tract  of  land,  and  has  continued  to  reside  thereon  ever  since  the day 

of , A.  D.  - — . 


Sworn  and  subscribed  this day  of A.  D. , before  us. 

A B , J.  P. 

C D , J.  P. 

County,  ss: 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county, 

personally  came , the  above  named  applicant,  who  being  duly 

sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose  and  say,  that  to  the  best  of  his  know- 
ledge and  belief,  no  warrant  or  other  office  right  was  issued  for  the  land  above 
described,  either  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the  name  or  names  of  any  person 
or  persons  under  whom  he  claims  the  same. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  ine,  this day  of , A.  D. . 

B F , J P. 
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This  last  certificate  is  not  necessary  in  the  purchase  of  1784,  em- 
bracing the  counties  of  Erie,  Crawford,  Mercer,  Lawrence,  Butler,  Venango, 
Clarion,  Jefferson,  Forest,  Warren,  Elk,  Cameron,  M’Kean,  Potter  and  Tioga; 
Bradford  county  west  of  the  Susquehanna  and  north  of  Towanda  creek ; Ly- 
coming west  of  Pine  creek  ; Clinton  and  Clearfield  north  of  the  West  Branch 
of  the  Susquehanna ; Indiana  and  Armstrong  north  of  a line  drawn  from 
Canoe  Place  to  Kittanning,  and  thence  down  the  Allegheny  river ; Alle- 
gheny north  of  the  Ohio  and  Allegheny  rivers,  and  Beaver  north  of  the 
Ohio  river. 


FORM  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  LAND  WHICH  HAS  BERN  IMPROVED  BUT  NOT  SET- 
TLED ON. 

, of  the  township  of  — — — , in  the  county  of , applies 

for acres  of  land,  situate  in  said  township  and  county,  adjoining  lands 

of on  the  east, on  the  south, on  the 

west,  and on  the  north. 


To  the  Surveyor  General. 


County,  88: 

Before  us,  the  subscribers,  two  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 

county,  personally  came  . , a disinterested  witness,  who  being 

sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose  and  say,  that  to  his  certain  knowledge, 

the  land  above  described  was  first  improved  in  the  month  of A.  D. 

, and  not  before. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  us,  this  — day  of  ...  A.  D.  . 

A B , J.P. 

C D , J.  P. 


County,  88: 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county, 

personally  came , the  above  named  applicant,  who  being  duly 

sworn  acording  to  law,  did  depose  and  say,  that  to  the  best  of  his  know- 
ledge and  belief,  no  warrant  or  other  office  right  was  issued  for  the  land 
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above  described,  either  in  his  own  name  or  in  the  name  or  names  of  any 
person  or  persons  under  whom  he  claims  the  same. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  — day  of , A.  D.  

E F , J.  P. 

[gif0  This  last  certificate  is  not  necessary  in  the  purchase  of  1784. 


FORM  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  UNIMPROVED  LAND. 

» °f  township  of , in  the  county  of , applies 

for  — — acres  of  land,  situate  in  said  township  and  county,  adjoining  lands 

°f  011  the  east, on  the  south, on  the 

west,  and . on  the  north. 


To  the  Surveyor  General. 


———  County,  ss: 

Before  us,  the  subscribers,  two  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 

county,  personally  came , a disinterested  witness,  who  being 

sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose  and  say,  that  to  his  certain  knowledge, 
the  land  described  in  the  above  application  is  unimproved,  and  as  he  verily 
believes,  not  heretofore  claimed  by  any  other  person. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  us,  this  — day  of , A.  D. 

A B , J.  P. 

C D , J p. 

County,  ss : 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county, 

personally  came , the  above  named  applicant,  who  being  duly 

sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose  and  say,  that  to  the  best  of  his  know- 
ledge and  belief,  no  warrant  or  other  office  right  was  issued  for  the  land 
above  described,  either  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the  name  or  names  of  any 
person  or  persons  under  whom  he  claims  the  same. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this day  of  — — A.  D 

E F , J.  P. 

I31P"  This  last  certificate  is  not  necessary  in  the  purchase  of  1784. 
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FORM  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  LAND  NORTH  AND  WEST  OF  THE  OHIO  AND  ALLE- 
GHENY RIVERS  AND  CONEWANGO  CREEK,  ON  WHICH  AN  ACTUAL  SETTLEMENT 
AND  IMPROVEMENT  HAS  BEEN  MADE. 

A B , of  the  township  of , in  the  county  of , applies 

for  a patent  for acres perches  of  land,  lying  north  and  west  of 

the  rivers  Ohio  and  Allegheny  and  Conewango  creek,  situate  in  the  town- 
ship of , in  the  county  of  — , adjoining  lands  of on  the 

north,  on  the  south, on  the  east,  and on  the 

west,  on  which  an  actual  settlement  and  improvement  has  been  made 

A B . 

To  the  Surveyor  General. 


County,  ss: 

Before  the  subscribers,  two  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said 

county,  personally  came  C D , a disinterested  witness,  who  being 

sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  saith,  that  to  his  certain  knowledge, 

the  above  described  and  applied  for  land  was  first  improved  by , 

on  the day  of , A.  D. , that  he  erected  a house  and  other 

buildings  thereon,  fit  for  the  habitation  of  man,  that  the  said has 

resided  thereon  with  his  family,  since  the day  of , and  is  now 

residing  thereon,  and  that  he  has  cleared  and  cultivated  at  least acres 

of  the  same. 

C D 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  us,  this  — day  of . A.  D. . 

G H , J.  P. 

J L , J.  P. 


I,  E F , Deputy  Surveyor,  in  and  for  the  county  of , do 

hereby  certify,  that  from  the  survey  books  and  other  official  documents  in 
my  possession,  the  above  described  and  applied  for  tract  of  land  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  surveyed  or  appropriated  to  any  other  person  than  the 
said  applicant,  or  any  other  person  under  whom  he  claims  the  same  by  war- 
rant or  otherwise. 

In  witness  whereof,  I have  hereto  set  my  hand,  this day  of  — — , 

A.  D.  . 

E — ■ — F , Deputy  Surveyor. 

If  the  actual  settlement  is  made  by  any  other  person  than  the  ap- 
plicant, the  applicant  must  produce  the  conveyance  from  the  actual  settler. 

If  the  improvements  can  be  proved  by  two  witnesses,  the  proof  can  be 
made  before  one  justice  of  the  peace  instead  of  two. 
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Names  and  date,  day,  month  and  year  of  the  erection  of  the  several  counties  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  territory  from  'which  they  were 
formed  ; the  three  first  counties  which  were  formed,  to  wit : Philadelphia, 
Bucks  and  Chester,  were  established  at  the  first  settlement  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  formed  the  only  original  counties  of  all  that  territory  of 
which  the  now  great  State  is  formed,  comprised  of  sixty-six  counties , as 
follow , to  wit : 

1.  Adams,  January  22,  1800,  formed  of  a part  of  York. 

2.  Allegheny,  September  24,  1788,  formed  of  a part  of  Westmoreland  and 

Washington. 

3.  Armstrong,  March  12,  1800,  formed  of  a part  of  Allegheny,  Westmore- 

land and  Lycoming. 

4.  Beaver,  March  12,  1800,  formed  of  a part  of  Allegheny  and  Washing- 

ton. 

5.  Bedford,  March  9,  1771,  formed  of  a part  of  Cumberland. 

6.  Berks,  March  11,  1752,  formed  of  a part  of  Philadelphia,  Chester  and 

Lancaster. 

7.  Blair,  February  26,  1846,  formed  of  a part  of  Huntingdon  and  Bedford. 

8.  Bradford,  February  21,  1810,  formed  of  a part  of  Luzerne  and  Ly- 

coming. * 

9.  Bucks,  one  of  the  three  original  counties  of  the  Province,  f 

10.  Butler,  March  12,  1800,  formed  of  a part  of  Allegheny. 

11.  Cambria,  March  26,  1804,  formed  of  a part  of  Huntingdon,  Somerset 

and  Bedford. 

12.  Cameron,  March  29,  1860,  formed  of  a part  of  Clinton,  Elk,  M’Kean 

and  Potter. 

13.  Carbon,  March  13,  1843,  formed  of  a part  of  Northampton  and  Monroe. 

14.  Centre,  February  13,  1800,  formed  of  a part  of  Mifflin,  Northumberland, 

Lycoming  and  Huntingdon. 

15.  Chester,  one  of  the  original  counties  established  at  the  first  settlement 

of  the  Province. 

16.  Clarion,  March  11,  1839,  formed  of  a part  of  Yenango  and  Armstrong. 

17.  Clearfield,  March  26,  1804,  formed  of  a part  of  Lycoming  and  North- 

umberland. 

18.  Clinton,  June  21,  1839,  formed  of  a part  of  Lycoming  and  Centre. 

19.  Columbia,  March  22,  1813,  formed  of  a part  of  Northumberland. 

20.  Crawford,  March  12,  1800,  formed  of  a part  of  Allegheny. 

21.  Cumberland,  January  27,  1750,  formed  of  a part  of  Lancaster. 

* Previous  to  March  24,  1812,  this  county  was  called  Ontario,  but  its  name  was  changed 
to  Bradford  on  that  day. 

f Bucks  county  was  one  of  the  three  original  counties  established  at  the  first  settlement 
of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania ; the  other  two  being  Philadelphia  and  Chester.— -See  rotes 
of  the  Assembly,  Vol,  1. 
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22.  Dauphin,  March  4,  1785,  formed  of  a part  of  Lancaster. 

23.  Delaware,  September  26,  1789,  formed  of  a part  of  Chester. 

24.  Elk,  April  18,  1813,  formed  of  a part  of  Jefferson,  Clearfield  and  M’Kean, 

25.  Erie,  March  12,  1800,  formed  of  a part  of  Allegheny. 

26.  Fayette,  September  26,  1783,  formed  of  a part  of  Westmoreland. 

27.  Forest,  April  11,  1848,  formed  from  a part  of  Jefferson  and  Venango.* 

28.  Franklin,  September  9,  1784,  formed  from  a part  of  Cumberland. 

29.  Fulton,  April  19,  1850,  formed  from  a part  of  Bedford. 

30.  Greene,  February  9,  1796,  formed  from  a part  of  Washington. 

31.  Huntingdon,  September  20,  1787,  formed  from  a part  of  Bedford. 

32.  Indiana,  March  30,  1803,  formed  from  a part  of  Westmoreland  and  Ly- 

coming. 

33.  Jefferson,  March  26,  1804,  formed  from  a part  of  Lycoming. 

34.  Juniata,  March  2,  1831,  formed  from  a part  of  Mifflin. 

35.  Lancaster,  May  10,  1729,  formed  from  a part  of  Chester. 

36.  Lawrence,  March  25,  1850,  formed  from  a part  of  Beaver  and  Mercer. 

37.  Lebanon,  February  16,  1813,  formed  from  a part  of  Dauphin  and  Lan- 

caster. 

38.  Lehigh,  March  6,  1812,  formed  from  a part  of  Northampton. 

39.  Luzerne,  September  25,  1786,  formed  from  a part  of  Northumberland. 

40.  Lycoming,  April  13,  1796,  formed  from  a part  of  Northumberland. 

41.  M’Kean,  March  20,  1804,  formed  from  a part  of  Lycoming. 

42.  Mercer,  March  12,  1800,  formed  from  a part  of  Allegheny. 

43.  Mifflin,  September  19,  1789,  formed  from  a part  of  Cumberland  and 

Northumberland. 

44.  Monroe,  April  1,  1836,  formed  from  a part  of  Northampton  and  Pike. 

45.  Montgomery,  September  10,  1784,  formed  from  a part  of  Philadelphia. 

46.  Montour,  May  3,  1850,  formed  from  a part  of  Columbia. 

47.  Northampton,  March  1 1,  1752,  formed  from  a part  of  Bucks. 

48.  Northumberland,  March  27,  1772,  formed  ''from  parts  of  Lancaster, 

Cumberland,  Berks,  Bedford  and  Northampton. 

49.  Perry,  March  22,  1826,  formed  from  a part  of  Cumberland. 

50.  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  three  original  counties  established  at  the  first 

settlement  of  the  Province. 

51.  Pike,  March  26,  1814,  formed  from  a part  of  Wayne. 

52.  Potter,  March  26,  1804,  formed  from  a part  of  Lycoming. 

53.  Schuylkill,  March  1,  1811,  formed  from  a part  of  Berks  and  Northamp- 

ton. 

54.  Snyder,  March  2,  1855,  formed  from  a part  of  Union. 

55.  Somerset,  April  17,  1795,  formed  from  a part  of  Bedford. 

• Part  of  Venango  added  by  act  approved  October  31,  1866. 
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56.  Sullivan,  March  15,  1847,  formed  from  a part  of  Lycoming. 

57.  Susquehanna,  February  21,  1810,  formed  from  a part  of  Luzerne. 

58.  Tioga,  March  26,  1804,  formed  from  a part  of  Lycoming. 

59.  Union,  March  22,  1813,  formed  from  a part  of  Northumberland. 

60.  Venango,  March  13,  1800,  formed  fi’om  a part  of  Allegheny  and  Ly- 

coming. 

61.  Warren,  March  12,  1800,  formed  from  a part  of  Allegheny  and  Ly- 

coming. 

62.  Wayne,  March  21,  1796,  formed  from  a part  of  Northampton. 

63.  Washington,  March  28,  1781,  formed  from  a part  of  Westmoreland. 

64.  Westmoreland,  February  26,  1773,  formed  from  a part  of  Bedford,  and 

in  1785  part  of  the  purchase  of  1784  was  added  thereto. 

65.  Wyoming,  April  4,  1842,  formed  from  a part  of  Northumberland  and 

Luzerne. 

66.  York,  August  19,  1749,  formed  from  a part  of  Lancaster. 
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A list  of  County  Surveyors , whose  election  or  appointment  by  the  court , has 
been  officially  reported  to  this  Department. 


COUNTIES. 


NAMES  OF  SURVEYORS. 


POST  OFFICE. 


Adams  

Allegheny 

Armstrong 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks 

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria 

Cameron 

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester. 

Clarion.  

Clinton 

Clearfield 

Crawford 

Columbia 

Cumberland 

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Elk 

Erie.. 

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon 

Indiana 

Jefferson 

Juniata 

Lancaster. . ........ 

Lawrence 

Lebanon 

Lehigh.  

Lycoming 

Luzerne 

Mercer 

Mifflin 

M’Kean 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Montour 

Northampton 


J.  S.  Witherow 

R.  L.  M’Culley 

Alex.  Gordon 

Azariah  Wynn 

Patrick  Donahoe 

D.  S.  Zacharias 

H.  0.  Nichodemus 

No  return. 

Levi  H.  Rogers,  no  oath 

Nathan  M.  Slaton 

Henry  Scanlan 

Edward  Vosburg 

Henry  Boyer 

Henry  P.  Trczivulny 

H.  R.  L.  Whitman,  no  oath. 

George  A Knight 

J.  L.  Eckel 

S.  F.  M’Closkey 

T.  W.  White 

Isaac  A.  De  Witt 

John  C.  Eckles 

Preston  Miller 

Joseph  Taylor,  no  oath 

George  Walmsley 

G W.  F.  Sherevin 

Martin  Dickson 

Samuel  F.  Rohrer 

Emanuel  Kuhn 

William  P.  Gordon 

George  Hoge 

James  E.  Glasgow 

Thompson  M’Crea 

J.  W.  Dunn 

James  W.  Allen 

A.  R.  Witmer 

No  return. 

George  W.  Mase 

Solomon  Fogel 

John  S.  Laird 

John  Sturdevant 

0 H.  Gould 

David  Hough 

No  return. 

Melchoir  Spragle 

No  return. 

George  W.  West 

James  Vleit 


Fairfield. 

Pittsburg. 

Leechburg. 

Industry. 

Reading. 

Martinsburg. 


Butler. 
Carroltown. 
Second  Fork. 
Mauch  Chunk. 
Milesburg. 

Clarion. 

Logan  Mills. 

Curwensville. 

Riceville. 

Rohrsburg. 

Carlisle. 

Berrysburg. 

Ridgway. 

Smithfield. 

Marionville. 

Chambersburg. 

Warfordsburg. 

Oak  Forest. 

Cassville. 

Brush  Valley. 

Brookville. 

Walnut. 

Safe  Harbor. 

Lebanon. 

Fogelsville. 

Jersey  Shore. 

Wilkesbarre. 

Leesburg. 

LewistowD. 

Stroudsburg. 

Danville. 

Easton. 
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COUNTIES. 


NAMES  OF  SURVEYORS. 


Northumberland. . . . 

Perry 

Philadelphia. . 

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna 

Snyder . 

Tioga  

Union 

Venango 

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne 

Westmoreland 

Wyoming 

York 


Philip  Frederick 

Michael  B.  Holman 

No  return. 

John  Layton 

No  return. 

George  W.  Matchin 

Frederick  Knepper 

Job  L.  King 

Jas  W.  Chapman,  no  oath. . 

Aaron  K.  Gift 

David  Heise 

Conrad  Sheckler 

William  Hilands 

Patrick  Falconer 

D.  Bennington,  no  oath 

P.  G.  Goodrich 

A.  M.  Altman 

Alfred  Hine 

Samuel  N.  Bailey 
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Mahanoy. 

Liverpool. 

Dingman’s  Ferry. 


Berlin. 

Eldredville. 

Middleburg. 

Wellsboro’. 

Lewisburg. 

Franklin. 

Warren. 

Zollarsville. 

Bethany. 

Greensburg. 

Tunkhannock 

Dillsburg. 
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WERT 
BOOKBINDING 

Cfaniville,  Pa 
Nov— Dec  1985 
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